Collective cell migration is a process whereby cells move while keeping contact with other cells. The Xenopus Cranial Neural Crest (CNC) is a population of cells that emerge during early embryogenesis and undergo extensive migration from the dorsal to ventral part of the embryo's head. These cells migrate collectively and require cadherin mediated cell-cell contact. In this review, we will describe the key features of Xenopus CNC migration including the key molecules driving their migration. We will also review the role of the various cadherins during Xenopus CNC emergence and migration. Lastly, we will discuss the recent and seemingly controversial findings showing that E-cadherin presence is essential for CNC migration.
Introduction
Cell migration is wide spread in the animal kingdom. During embryogenesis, cell migration is a critical part of morphogenesis (e.g. gastrulation, organogenesis), while in adults, cell migration plays a key role in immune defense through chemotactic responses of leukocytes and in tissue repair and regeneration. Surprisingly, many migrating cells start out as epithelial cells. These are immobile, highly polarized cells with strong cell-cell adhesions mediated by Adherens Junctions (i.e. intercellular junctions that join the actin cytoskeleton of each cell to the plasma membrane and form adhesive contacts between cells), and Tight Junctions (i.e. intercellular junctions that result in close juxtaposition of plasma membranes creating a permeability barrier). These 
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